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Identifying Coordinating Conjunctions

Directions:  On the line provided on your answer sheet, write the coordinating 
conjunctions found in the following sentences.  

1. Kay loves skiing, yet she has not been to Vermont.

2. Her sisters, Cindy and Rachel have been there.

3. When they took their most recent trip, Kay was at home painting and sculpting.

4. She began a sketch of her sisters skiing, but she has not yet finished the painting.

5. Next year she wants to join them, and she probably will.

Identifying Correlative Conjunctions:

Directions:  Correlative conjunctions are always found in pairs.  See if you can pick out 
the pairs of joining words (correlative conjunctions) in the following sentences. On your 
answer sheet write the correlative conjunctions.

Example:  Marianne likes to both socialize and watch television.  Answer: both...and

6. Neither my brother nor my sister were able to attend Marianne’s party.

7. I could not tell whether or not they wanted to go.

8. Not only was it very cold outside, but also there was a big game on television.

9. When you are big fans, like they are, a game can be not only distracting but also 
plan altering.

10. Needless to say, she invited both my brother and my sister despite the game.
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Identifying Parallel Construction:

Directions: In the following sentences, write the coordinating or correlative conjunction 
on your answer sheet and then identify the words, phrases, or clauses that they are 
joining as either N or P (non-parallel or parallel).

Example: Yesterday was not only my birthday, but it was also Labor Day.          

Answer:  not only; but also  N

11. Unfortunately, neither my cousin nor my friend was able to attend the dance. ___ 

12. Not only was I alone but didn’t know anyone at the dance either. ___

13. For the next dance, I’ll either make sure they are going or I’ll make plans to do 

something else. ___

14. I met some interesting people, but I would rather have been with friends. ___

Identifying Subordinate Conjunctions

Directions:  Some of the sentences below have subordinate clauses in them.  If they 
do, write the subordinate conjunction and the clause that it introduces on your answer 
sheet.  If there is no clause, just write “none”

Example: Before we journeyed up the mountain, we made sure that our gear was intact. 

Answer:  Before we journeyed up the mountain

15.  One can usually find, in an outdoor supply store, everything needed to ascend a 

mountain properly.

16.  Before you begin your ascent, you should double check your list.

17.  You may need items like ropes, chalk, belays, harnesses, and climbing shoes.

18.  While all that is absolutely necessary is a mountain and a climber, it’s best to be 

prepared.

19. Climbing is a sport enjoyed by people all over the world, but it can be dangerous.

20. Once the terrain gets steep, the oxygen becomes less plentiful.
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